
Imagining Boston of the Future 



Planning for the Future in Boston 

Climate Action Plan updates every 3 yrs 
• 2017 update will be released in 2018 

 
Climate Ready Boston: Adaptation 
• Report released in December 2016 

 
Carbon Free Boston: Mitigation 
• Report to be released in late 2018 

 

Climate Planning Citywide Planning 

Transportation Planning (Go Boston) 
• Released 2017  

 
Housing (Housing a Changing City) 
• Released 2015 

 
Land Use and Zoning 
• Special Area Plans (by area) 
 
Social Cohesion and Racial Equity 
• Report to be released July 2017 

 



Where We Stand 



Where We Stand 



  
carbon neutral by 2050 



  



  

●Power 
●Buildings 
●Transportation 
●Waste 
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Model Structure 



Tools 

Tools We Have 

• Policies and regulations (e.g. LEED) 

• City-controlled assets (e.g. buildings) 

• Convening (e.g. local business 
leaders, tech developers) 

• Advocacy (e.g. mode shift) 

• Proof points (e.g. green jobs) 

• Incentives (soft e.g. Key to the City 
and hard e.g. regulation) 

Areas 

• Land Use 

• Building regulation and inspection 

• Street infrastructure 

• Waste Management 

• (Some) energy policies 

• (Some) transportation 

• Parks 
What else do your cities / 

organizations think of as core tools? 
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Partial Candidate List of Policies to Assess 
Electric Power Transportation Buildings Waste 

Strengthen Renewable Portfolio 
Standard 

Regional congestion pricing   Implement aggressive building 
and energy conservation codes  

Implement zero waste program 

Invest in large- and medium-
scale distributed generation  

Invest in infrastructure for low- to 
no-carbon mobility: EV charging, 
walking, biking, hydrogen 

Require deep retrofitting of 
buildings  

Pay-as-you-throw fees 

Install solar panels on all 
municipal properties 

Parking fees Require energy audits, rating, 
and disclosure 

Waste specific campaigns: 
reusable mugs, bottles, bags; 
eliminate, plastic bags, junk 
mail, and food waste 

Lower cap on GHG emissions 
via RGGI 

Feebates for low- to no-carbon 
vehicles 

Reduce urban heat island effect 
via cool roofs and cool 
pavements  

Financial incentives for on- and 
off-site renewable generation  

Convert public transit, 
government fleets, and taxi fleets 
to no- to low-carbon energy  

Raise standards for energy 
efficiency of appliances 
 

Provide clean power purchasing 
options for consumers 



Let’s zoom out.  
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carbon neutral by 2050 



  

●Power 
●Buildings 
●Transportation 
●Waste 





How it comes together.  
  



  
  



  
  



  
  

Major education 
investment 

Job centers for all 
education levels 

Better 
transportation  

Transportation to 
areas with career 
ladders 

Density around 
transit stops 

Signature assets 

Candidate area 
for District Energy 

Considering energy 
efficiency requirements 



  
  



  
  



  
  

Resident generated solution 



  
  



  
  



  
  



  
  

6 areas 



  
  

Beacon Yards, Allston 



  
  

Beacon Yards, Allston 

Coordinated 
open space 
planning 

Synergistic 
economic 
planning 

Integrating 
transportation 
planning 



  
  

Beacon Yards, Allston 

Coordinated 
open space 
planning 

Synergistic 
economic 
planning 

Integrating 
transportation 
planning 



Beacon Yards, Allston 

Synergistic 
economic 
planning 



  
Sullivan Square, Charlestown 

Ideas to Action: 
2018-2022  
Imagine Boston  
Capital Plan 

Climate 
planning 

GHG reduction 



● Enough space to accommodate growth to 2050 
 
● Map-level vision for each area 
 
● Key actions funded in 2018-2022 Capital Plan 
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Major education 
investment 

Job centers for all 
education levels 

Better 
transportation  

Transportation to 
areas with career 
ladders 

Density around 
transit stops 

Signature assets 



Same neighbors, better transit: Frequent 
fair service on the Fairmount/Indigo Line 
 
● Short term: Frequency, connections, 

experience 
 
● Long term: Subway level service + 

regional connections 



  
  



  
  

>10% net loss of households 
making under $50K triggers a 
re-evaluation within 6 months 



  
  



  
  

Improve 
Fairmount/Indigo 
Line 

Affordable 
Housing Dudley-Uphams’ 

Innovation District 
 

New Upham’s 
Corner Library 

Columbia Rd 
Enhancements 

Arts Hub 
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carbon neutral by 2050 



  



  

●Power 
●Buildings 
●Transportation 
●Waste 





  
  



  
   



What does the future hold? 
  



Other things we could have told you 
 

● Plan for 2100 
● A more residential downtown 
● Well placed growth builds connections 
● Industrial Toolkit 
● A Vision for Education 
● Protecting Immigrants 
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